
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 Adult Social Care Delivery Directorate 
39 Victoria Street 
Westminster 
London 
SW1H 0EU 

 
To: 

Local Authority Chief Executives 
Directors of Adult Social Care Services 
Social Care Agencies  
Adult Social Care Providers  
 

3 November 2021 
 

Dear Colleagues, 

‘Boosting your immunity’ - Winter Campaign  

We are now several weeks into the winter vaccinations programme and I wanted to 
take this opportunity to outline again the measures that are in place to help support 
vaccination uptake this winter. 

Health experts have warned that we could see a bad flu season this year alongside 
on-going cases of COVID-19. It is essential that frontline social care staff, and the 
people they care for, who are at increased risk, take up their winter vaccinations as 
soon as possible to boost their immunity for the months ahead. 

Accessing flu and COVID-19 vaccines 

For care homes, vaccination teams should now have visited the majority of care 
homes at least once to offer residents and staff their COVID-19 booster, or have an 
appointment booked. If this is not the case for your home, please do contact your 
Primary Care Network (PCN). 

All social care workers however shouldn’t wait or rely on a visiting vaccination team 
for their booster or flu vaccine. Those who received their second dose at least six 
months ago are also invited to book their booster vaccine and can do so online via the 
National Booking Service.   



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Flu vaccinations are available to all eligible frontline social care workers right now. If 
you do not have a flu programme in place, please encourage your staff to book an 
appointment as soon as possible through their GP practice or local pharmacy.   

Co-administration of boosters and flu vaccines cannot be guaranteed due to the ways 
in which the rollout of each vaccination programme works and the fact that not 
everyone will right now be eligible for a booster, if they received their second dose less 
than six months ago, for example. However, I would like to reiterate there is no longer 
a requirement to wait 7 days between COVID-19 and flu vaccines, so if co-
administration is available to you then do take the advantage of having both 
vaccinations done.  

To support these appointments, the Government last week published guidance1 on 
the third round of the Infection Control & Testing Funding (ICTF). The ICTF provides 
over £388m of funding to support the care sector to put in place crucial safety 
measures over the winter period, such as effective prevention and control practices 
and testing. It also includes £25m to support care workers to access their COVID-19 
and flu vaccines if they need to travel or take time off work to get vaccinated. The ICTF 
has been extended until 31 March 2022.   

Communications resources 
 
It is vital that we continue to encourage and support social care workers and the people 
they care for to get a flu vaccine and COVID-19 booster (when eligible) this winter to 
provide the best possible protection. We should also continue to encourage, 
communicate, and support first and second doses among those new to the sector. 
 
We have a range of marketing materials which you can use to help promote 
vaccinations for staff including Q&A leaflets, posters, social media content and 
stickers. You can download digital versions here or order printed materials here. We 
also have a communications toolkit of additional materials which you can share, and 
this is updated regularly as new assets become available.  
 
Kind regards, 

 
Claire Armstrong 
 
Director of Adult Social Care Delivery and Covid-19 Response 

 
1 Adult Social Care Infection Control and Testing Fund: round 3 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/flu-influenza-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/flu-influenza-vaccine/
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/92/resources/5854
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/92-health-and-social-care-workers-winter-vaccinations-2021/resources
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/92/resources/5855
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/adult-social-care-infection-control-and-testing-fund-round-3

