Harnessing innovation
through investment

The adult social care market is unstable. This is largely a result of consistently low fee rates paid
by local authorities. This reality is only going to become more challenging with local government
spending on adult social care being squeezed.

This has, in many cases, hindered local authorities’ capacity to adequately meet the needs
of social care providers and the people they care for, constraining both innovation and
investment; providers need certainty about funding to invest in wider community development.
This investment must be for providers of both state-funded and privately financed care.
Investment will allow for innovation in service development; the adult social care sector is
immensely diverse, and the needs of service users are best met by a variety of services and
service settings. This ambition must be fostered to avoid inappropriate placements.

The pandemic has been a catalyst for technological
innovation throughout the sector, with major “

developments in dementia, learning disability and . / \
autism care. It is important that this new wave of Our sector is 5,.
innovation is harnessed through sufficient investment creative and

info the sector. This can be achieved through the . '
infroduction of an innovation fund for social care. dynamlc.

Ensuring the future sustainability of the social care Cli .
. . ) \ ick here to watch the video
sector market through appropriate investment is of ,,
fundamental importance for the sector itself,
but also for England’'s society and economy in

broad terms. A mixed economy is, and will continue to be, the best means of ensuring that
quality care is both maintained and increased.

“Froviclcrs, whether theg be corPoratc or charitics, have invested hcavi]g in social care and will
increase their support substantia”y in a sustainable sector. (Government investment will thus
reap a rich added dividend from the inclcPenclcnt sector. | his will both Proviclc enhanced
living environments and enable digitalising of keg functions such as medicine control, to ensure
oPtimum rcliabi]itg.”
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