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Dear colleague,
Infection Control and Testing Fund

You will have seen the announcement on 18 March that the Infection Control Fund, and the Rapid
Testing Fund are being consolidated and extended until June 2021. This means an extra £341 million
of funding to support the care sector with costs involved in vital infection prevention and control
measures. As before, this will be distributed by local authorities to care providers in accordance with
guidance.

This fund is intended to support the costs associated with rapid testing for both staff and visitors,
recognising the demands testing places on care homes and higher risk supported living settings,
and the importance of both the staff testing regime and enabling residents to receive visitors.

This brings the total ring-fenced adult social care funding provided during the pandemic to almost
£1.8 billion. In addition, the Government will continue to supply free PPE to meet the sector’s Covid
PPE needs.

This funding underlines the Government’s continued commitment to supporting adult social care
providers through the pandemic to protect their staff and service-users. It is also vital that even when
many residents and staff have been vaccinated and despite the lower levels of infections in the
community, care providers and all their staff must continue to follow the guidance on the use of PPE,
the regular testing regime and the wider infection prevention and control measures that we know are
so important to reduce the risks of Covid transmission. While the evidence shows us that the
vaccines are highly effective, particularly at reducing the risk of serious illness and hospitalisation,
there is still some risk both to those who have been vaccinated and particularly to those who have
not been.

I would also urge all providers to make sure all those you care for who can be vaccinated have been,
and to support all your staff to be vaccinated. We know that many care providers have achieved a
100% vaccination rate among their staff, but others have not seen this level of uptake. Please make
use of the materials available through the Communications Toolkit to Support Vaccine Uptake in
Adult Social Care, for any of your staff who may be uncertain about being vaccinated, and encourage
concerned staff to talk to trusted colleagues or healthcare professionals. Being vaccinated not only
protects the individuals in your care, but also your staff themselves.

| am incredibly grateful for your continued joint efforts, working with local authorities, to use and
report on the fund effectively in these very challenging circumstances. Local authorities are aware
of the need to release funding as soon as possible to those providers that have met the prescribed
conditions. Having reliable and timely data about the impact of Covid-19 on care providers remains
essential if we are to contain the virus, which is why we are continuing to require providers and
councils to report on the use of this funding. We have listened carefully to feedback on the
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administrative burden this has presented, and | am pleased to confirm we have been able to make
a reduction in the frequency of reporting (from monthly to only two reports for this grant).

The purpose of this fund is twofold. Firstly, it will continue to provide support for adult social care
providers, including those with whom the local authority does not have a contract, to reduce the rate
of COVID-19 transmission within and between care settings through effective infection prevention
and control practices; and increase uptake of staff vaccination. Secondly, it will allow for rapid testing
of staff as well as re-enabling close contact visiting in care homes where possible.

This fund can be used to help cover the costs associated with administering lateral flow tests for
visitors. Importantly, the fund can also be used to support and expand on measures in place to
enable safe visiting such as: alterations to allow for dedicated spaces for safe visiting, lateral flow
testing of visitors, and costs associated with recruiting staff to help with this increase in testing. The
fund will also mean that care providers can maintain, improve and expand on infection prevention
and control measures.

Full details of the fund including allocations, measures and reporting requirements can be found in
the local authority circular and accompanying guidance which is available online.

As before, | would like to reiterate here that where providers use this funding in line with the Grant
Circular, the Department’s unequivocal position is that this will not be clawed back. We will only use
these powers if a provider or local authority is clearly not following the rules.

The government will continue to monitor the pressures on adult social care during this period. | am
committed to providing significant support for the care sector to ensure that it can safely look after
both its staff and service-users.

Once again, | would like to take this opportunity to thank all adult social care providers who have
worked relentlessly over the past year and for your continued support to those you care for through
these extremely challenging times.

We will continue to work with you to support the sector’s resilience and wellbeing during this
pandemic and beyond.

Best wishes,

SIPPY

HELEN WHATELY
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