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general   The document is very health focussed and may alienate social care 
registered providers as a result. The first point for residents in care 
homes will be, can they self-administer, which is not adequately 
reflected in the document. 
 

general   The document is far too long. In addition to which CQC regulations are being 
reviewed and so the document may be inaccurate soon after it is launched. 

general   The key for us its that having participated in the DH funded work on 
medication in care homes for the last 2 years, that this work be 
acknowledged and any document from NICE align with this work. 
However the DH funded project “Resources for supporting the safe use 
of medication in care facilities” is not mentioned. Our members have 
only just been given all the links to the resources and will have started to 
use them by the time the new NICE guidance is out. This will be 
extremely confusing for members to have to refer to a later document 
that takes no account of the good practice they have just started and 
been encouraged to follow. 
 

general   We need further information as to how this will be implemented through CQC 
for example as there will be occasions when the NICE guidance requires 



actions that the home alone is not in complete control over. If the home is let 
down by others in the care system how will the home be judged by CQC in the 
light of this NICE guidance. 

general   As previously mentioned the aim will be initially to see if residents can 
self-medicate and be encouraged to do so. Further clarity is needed as 
to how the NICE guidance will apply in these situations and how CQC 
will respond also. 
 

general   There is little differentiation between care homes with nursing and care 
homes for personal care.  
 

general   The guidance should be reviewed with the aim being to have guidance 
on the safe administration of medication whilst providing efficient 
systems from the Care Home point of view. Otherwise the guidance 
could be just another duplicate tick list to be implemented and audited 
with the consequence of removing resources from improving the quality 
of life of the resident population. 
 

general   The RNHA has made specific comments on individual paragraphs which we 
support.  
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