Chief Executive'’s View

The election is now over, and we have a new
government. When any new government takes
office, there is always a great deal of expectation,
and people are impatient for change and for new
policies that will improve their lives.

What was noticeable during the election campaign
was that both major parties were reluctant to make
any hard and fast commitments on social care,
though there were some workforce promises that
were made by the Labour Party and are seft for
implementation in the first hundred days.

Over the decades, social care has been let down
by successive governments, and it is my view that
we will not see huge amounts of extra money

for social care in the first few years of the new
government. Social care is used to fending for
itself, and whilst we will have expectations of what
a new government will do, we must also confinue
to craft our own solutions and seek new routes fo
sustainability.

The world is changing very fast, much faster than
any government can act, and social care needs to
be on the front foot and embracing the tfechnology

revolution, which will be one of the ways in which we

can improve outcomes and efficiencies. There are
some serious and underlying problems in the health
and care system that no government can solve
overnight. These include the challenge of recruiting,
retaining and rewarding our skilled workforce, and
the solution for this must lie in the hands of the
sector. We must find creative ways of increasing
the money available to providers to support our
workforce.

Social care is a massive
conftributor to the

UK economy and in
our debates with the
new government
we will be ensuring
they understand the
positive contribution
which social care
makes to the people
we support, their
families and local
economies. Our
sector has a very
positive story

to tell. Care
England gives

this commitment
to every one of our
members that we will fight tenaciously
to re-position social care, gain the resources and
recognition that our sector deserves, and make this
sector an essential part of national infrastructure.
There is a lot to do, but our sector and Care England
are up to the challenge.

Professor Martin Green OBE
Chief Executive: Care England
DH: Independent Sector Dementia Champion
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