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NEWSLETTER  

WINTER ENERGY PRICE OUTLOOK 

Energy markets have remained volatile, especially over the last  2 months, when unions in 

Australia that represent the Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) workers, voted for strike action. Whilst        

Australia  only produces around 10% of the worlds LNG, the Asian markets that normally buy   

it, looked elsewhere. At the same time Norway had maintenance issues which reduced their 

gas exports. Along with Russia slashing exports of natural gas, many countries rely on LNG. 

The Australian workers last week accepted a proposed agreement put forward by the country’s 

labour regulator.. 

Those few hundred Australian workers managed to cause a 35% spike in wholesale gas     

prices. 

With gas being relied upon to generate electricity in the UK, any one of a number of factors 

could cause prices to spike quickly again. 

Burning coal 

The not fit for purpose, one price electricity pricing mechanism in the UK, sees the wholesale 

price of electricity dictated by the price of gas, but during the half hour generating periods 

when coal is burnt, prices are higher. The table below on the left shows the increased cost of 

electricity when coal is burnt, whereas the table on the right shows the half hours during the 

month of September when coal was burnt. 

 Hours 

Sep-21 496 

Sep-22 48 

Sep-23 403 

The 403 hours coal was burnt in 2023 is up to  midnight on the 23rd September, so the UK could burn 

more coal than in 2021, when energy prices first spiked. 

A cold winter across Europe could see considerable pressure on energy prices, in addition to all the 

other factors that caused  price pressure last winter, those factors still exist. 

   

 21/22 22/23 

October 10% 71% 

November 35% 73% 

December 55% 241% 

January 32% 56% 

February 39% 28% 

March 41% 49% 



 

 

Wholesale Gas Prices April 2023 to September 2023 

ENERGY QUOTES 

Some suppliers/brokers/consultants like to concentrate on the standing charge or price per 
kWh. Focus Energy Services Ltd consider that with accurate consumption figures the relevant    
figure is the cost per annum, regardless of the standing charge/rate per kWh. 

We frequently see a daily charge of £3 or over, having a lower annual cost than one of 30p 
due to the lower rate per kWh. 

Recently we have seen many examples of major energy suppliers sending renewal quotes 
that don’t include the annual cost, if your quote has 2 or more different rates per kWh.  

Without knowing your actual day/night consumption, calculating your annual cost isn’t        
possible. 

CARE ENGLAND-OFFERS 

We are delighted to participate in the above by          

offering  FREE Energy, Water & Waste audits. 

Full details can be located by using the link below. 

www.careengland.org.uk/free-energy-water-and-

waste-audits/ 



VAT 

We fully support Care England’s call for 

a Zero-rate of VAT for welfare services. 

How can the tax on energy costs for the care 

sector be considered  VALUE ADDED? 

We are often asked about  electricity meter type The picture below is how your Meter Point   

Administration Number appears on bills (MPAN). 

Your MPAN is also referred to as your Supply Number is unique to your premises and used by 

energy suppliers to identify your electricity supply point. 

The numbers in the left hand box of the top line shows your Profile Class. 

If you have supplies with a profile class of 05-08, then those meters should have been            

re-profiled to half-hour meters. We are happy to advise you on how to have your meters         

re-profiled, to take advantage of half hour readings. 

Profile Class 00 Peak load usage of electricity above 100 kW 

Profile Class 01 Domestic unrestricted customers 

Profile Class 02 Domestic Economy 7 customers 

Profile Class 03 Non-Domestic unrestricted customers 

Profile Class 04 Non-Domestic economy 7 customers 

Profile Class 05 Non-Domestic Maximum demand customers 

Profile Class 06 Non-Domestic Maximum demand customers 

Profile Class 07 Non-Domestic Maximum demand customers 

Profile Class 08 Non-Domestic Maximum demand customers 

ELECTRICITY METER TYPES 

 

 



Questions from Providers 

 

S.P. Care Home Owner-Essex-Why did the quotes Focus supplied me with have 

different consumption values to those of our broker? 

We establish consumption values in order to accurately prepare quotes. Whilst this 

can take us time, we consider it essential in order to act professionally. 

Accurate consumption values are essential as:- 

         Inaccurate consumption figures can lead to tolerance penalties. 

     Energy suppliers will check the stated figures before accepting a contract. 

Our website www.focusenergyservices.co.uk has regular updates and testimonials from 

providers we have helped. 

If you have a question please send it to info@focusenergyservices.co.uk 

P.C. Manchester– I have been told by our broker that we have to have a gas    

meter installed on a new build before we can obtain a quote for the gas supply, is 

that correct? 

We can arrange for a meter to be installed and an indicative quote issued well    

before the gas supply needs to be live. 

M.P Devon-When is the best time to engage with an energy broker? 

The earlier you engage with an informative/advisory broker the better, as they will 

be able to provide you with the information you need to make an informed         

decision. Pushy sales orientated brokers/salespeople however will likely be   

pushing for you to sign a contract. 

Time is on your side if you consult 

early and are kept up to date with 

market conditions and why prices 

may fall as well as rise. 

 


